
How Can New Mexico Achieve
FAIR REPRESENTATION?

Proposed Two-Year Study:

Rationale and Goal:
Under the current system of electing representatives to Congress and the Legislature, there has 
been very little turnover of elected officials. Voters have few meaningful choices and as a result 
are less able to hold their government accountable. An opportunity for change is coming up: 
the 2010 Census will result in reapportioning Representatives among the States and each State 
will be required to redistrict.

In 2001, the New Mexico League was asked to become involved in the redistricting process, but 
after consideration, decided that the State position, "The State League supports apportionment for 
the Legislature which shall be based substantially on population and shall meet the provisions of the 
Federal Voting Rights Act (1982)" was too generic to permit political action.

This study is intended to establish consensus and formulate a position for advocacy so 
that the League this time can take part in the 2011 redistricting process.

The Proposal:
Some studies have shown that it is not enough to choose representative districts by the present 
methods. Better representation may be achieved by designating different types of districts 
and/or by electing candidates as a result of some sort of ranked choice voting, instead of the 
familiar single-member district chosen in a winner-take-all election. With this in mind, the 
study's objectives are:

1. Understand the Big Picture:     
m	The present national and state systems of redistricting.

m	Alternative systems of representation: multi-member districts, at-large representatives, 
proportional representation, etc. 

m Other voting systems: ranked preference (this includes "instant run-off"), multiple 
selection, etc.

m The history of redistricting in New Mexico and its current status.

2. Determine what reform options are feasible for New Mexico: 
									statute, constitutional amendment, etc.                        

The Returns:
m Articles for La Palabra on these topics.

m Presentations to Unit Meetings throughout the 
State, beginning in Spring 2008.

m A resource page at www.lwvabc.org/fair/

m One or more public forums. 

Proposed Budget:
Forums	                                    $300
Books	                                       $100
Copying & postage                $200
Filing supplies                         $ 25
Publications (500 trifolds)      $ 80
Speaker from Arizona           $200
Total:                                    $905

Study Committee: Cheryl Haaker, Chair; Delores Watkins, Josephine Porter, Donna Hill, Judith Binder, Katherine 
Graham, Lisa Franzen, Mary Mulvany, Ann Gardner, Paul Frederickson, Jan Bray, Kathy Altobelli, Laura Stokes.    

The Gerry-Mander


