2w «« VOTER

- 4

\\'Mr

-

2403 San Mateo NE, W-16C

Albuquerque, NM 87110
505-884-8441

FAX: 505-883-3294
www.lwvenm.org

ANNUAL MEETING
SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2009
Albuquerque Grand Airport Hotel
2910 Yale Bivd. SE

Speaker: U.S. Representative Martin Heinrich

Topic: “Goals, Experiences as a Freshman
In the U.S. House”

Martin Heinrich is the Representative from New
Mexico's First Congressional District. A graduate of the
University of Missouri, Representative Heinrich served
as an Americorps volunteer and has owned a consult-
ing business in Albuquerque. He was Executive Direc-
tor of the Cottonwood Gulch Foundation, a non-profit
organization dedicated to providing young people with
natural science and environmental education experi-
ences through wilderness expeditions. His community
activities included work with Albuquerque's Open Space
Advisory Board and the New Mexico Wilderness Alli-
ance. Representative Heinrich served four years as an
Albuquerque City Councilor and was Council President
in 2005-06. In 2006 he was appointed Natural Re-
sources Trustee for the State of New Mexico by Gover-
nor Bill Richardson. He was elected to the U.S. House
of Representatives in November 2008.

In the first weeks after taking office the Congress-
man was elected both Class President of the 111th
Congress’ thirty-two member Freshman Class and Re-
gional Whip for New Mexico, Arizona and Texas. He
has been appointed to the House Armed Services Com-
mittee and the Natural Resources Committee. In April
he hosted 10 district-wide events to have open conver-
sations with constituents about his first 100 days in office.

Representative Heinrich and his wife, Julie, have
two young sons. Mrs. Heinrich is Project Manager and
Webmaster for the Mid-Region Council of Governments.

Please see Page 3 for the Annual Meeting schedule
of events and reservations information.

May 2009

League of Women Voters of Central New Mexico
Serving Bernalillo, Sandoval, Torrance and Valencia Counties

Diane Goldfarb Aileen Gatterman
President VVoter Editor
Also in May:
2009 CONVENTION

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF NEW MEXICO

May 16-17
Nativo Lodge
6000 Pan American Freeway NE
(I-25 and San Mateo)

Convention Hosted by LWVCNM

(See page 3 for information on Convention activities
and reservations)

And in June:

2009 COUNCIL
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF THE UNITED STATES

Saturday, June 13, 11:00 a.m.
Virtual Meeting, Online Only

Previously scheduled for June 12-14, the change
was made at the request of State Leagues. More in-
formation is on the LWVUS website, www.lwv.org.

CALENDAR PLANNING
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF CENTRAL NEW MEXICO

Saturday, June 20

LWVCNM will set the schedule for meetings and
events for the next year; time and place for the
Calendar Planning meeting will be published in the
June 2009 Voter
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LEAGUE

OF WOMEN VOTERS
CENTRAL NEW MEXICO

Board Meeting
1st Thursday of each month

5:30 p.m.
Offices of

Sutin, Thayer & Browne
6565 Americas Parkway NE

Program Committees
Check with the following
League members about
community activities:

Advocacy
Delores Watkins

Drug Policy
Delores Watkins

Natural Resources
JoAnne Ramponi

Includes transportation,
land use, air quality,
water and energy

All League members
are welcome at all

unit meetings, committee,
and board meetings.

The VOTER is published
each month by the
League of Women Voters
of Central New Mexico.
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was made.

CORRECTION

An error occurred in the April 2009
VVoter. The name of the speaker for
the March Luncheon Unit was reported
as Peter C. Simmons instead of Peter
G. Simonson. We regret that this error

—- Ed.

President’s Corner

Yikes! Four years have flown by. What are some of the major accomplish-

ments of our League over that period of time?

Steady growth in membership for each of the past four years.

Name change and organizational boundaries to encompass three additional coun-
ties.

Number of units reduced from 6 to 4 to improve attendance; a new home in
Corrales for the Sandoval County Unit.

Expansion of publications - Voters' Guide to include Valencia County, new
membership brochure, new Guidelines for Conducting a Forum.

Held annual social events to welcome new members.

Reinstituted annual salad luncheons for prospective members.

Held three successful events to meet legislators and local representatives.
Was plaintiff in Albuquerque photo identification case.

Participated in national consensus on immigration.

Continued and strengthened local advocacy work, especially in drug policy and
open and ethical elections; began observer corps in Sandoval County.

Ran two union elections for the City of Albuquerque.

Sponsored several forums and workshops -healthcare, Quality of Life Initiative,
alternative energy, lobbying, judicial candidates, Land Commission candidates -
as well as moderating and timekeeping for numerous forums sponsored by others.

Continued with outstanding monthly member education programs, voter ser-
vices and publications, including Who's Who, served the community during the
historic election of 2008.

Began annual spring fundraising drive and donor appreciation program to thank
our contributors; continued with annual theater party and biennial garage sales.

Held board retreats, updated and wrote new policies, developed a two-year plan
to guide organization.

Made office improvements - copy machine, upgrade in telephone service, high
speed internet, improved procedures; agreed to act as office for state organiza-
tion.

And as this is being written we are negotiating for new office space.

The list above doesn't include everything, nor does it include what did not get

done. But it is a list accomplished totally through VOLUNTEER efforts and of
which we can all be proud.

Thanks for letting me be your president for the past four years and for giving

me the opportunity to work with such a great team.

Diane Goldfarb
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LWVNM CONVENTION ANNUAL MEETING
May 2, 2009
LWVCNM will host the 2009 Convention for the Albuquergue Grand Airport Hotel
League of Women Voters of New Mexico, May 16 - 17 2910 Yale SE
at the Nativo Lodge, 6000 Pan American Freeway NE.
Please refer to the latest issue of La Palabra or the State ~ Schedule of Events
League website, www./wvnm.org, for the convention Registration 9:00-9:30 a.m.
schedule. Business Meeting 9:30-11:00 a.m.

Local League members who do not plan to attend
convention are invited to come to the Saturday luncheon
and/or the Saturday night banquet. The noon luncheon
will feature Santa Fe League members Jody Larson and
Frank Susman on the "Santa Fe Transparency Project."

The Saturday night event will begin at 6:30 p.m.
with a cash bar and silent auction. Dinner will be at
7:00 p.m. The speaker will be Doug Fernandez, Co-
Anchor of KOAT TV's Action 7 News Live, who will
speak on "Covering Politics in New Mexico." A veteran
journalist, Doug joined KOAT in 2002. He covered
both the Democratic and Republican National Conven-
tions in 2004 and 2008.

If you plan to come to the Saturday luncheon and/
or the dinner, please complete and mail the reservation
form found on page 7 of this /ofér. The reservations
deadline for the luncheon and banquet is May 11.

SILENT AUCTION

Another rewarding and FUN auction will be assem-
bled for your enjoyment at the LWNM 2009 Conven-
tion. Please bring your auction items to the Nativo
Lodge, 6000 Pan American Freeway NE, here in
Albuquerque before the first session on Saturday morn-
ing, May 16. The meetings start at 8:30 a.m. Bidding
will continue all day and end at 7:00 p.m. that night
when dinner is served. Winners will be listed before the
Sunday morning meeting begins and items can be
picked up that morning until 1:00 p.m. Bring some en-
gaging items to peak our interest. The LWVNM thanks
you for your assistance. Andrea Targhetta

FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

The LWVCNM annual spring fundraising cam-
paign for the Education Fund is underway. All members
have received letters requesting support in funding our
most important League activities. Please be generous
and help your League Education Fund provide voter
services and education to the community in 2009.

Brunch 11:00 a.m.
Speaker: U.S. Representative Martin Heinrich

+ Information packet for the Annual Meeting is in the
April 2009 Voter.

s Cost of the brunch is $20, payable at the door.
Reservations are required. Call the League office,
884-8441, by 10:00 a.m. on Monday, April 27. If
you prefer a fruit plate rather than the menu item,
please let us know at the time you make your reser-
vations.

ANNUAL MEETING — DUES

LWVCNM bylaws require that annual dues be de-
termined at each Annual Meeting by a 3/5 vote of those
present and voting. The budget recommended by the
Board of Directors and published in the April Call to
Annual Meeting Vofer is based on $60 dues, an increase
of $10 over the current rate. A note explaining this re-
quest for an increase was inadvertently left off when the
Operating Fund Budget was reduced in size to fit on one
page. LWVCNM dues were last increased at the 2004
Annual Meeting. Please look at the budget and give
consideration to this increase in advance of the May 2
meeting.

DRUG POLICY UPDATE

1) New information about managing pain will be gath-
ered in June at the American Pain Foundation’s Power
Over Pain Summit and shared with you throughout the
year. Current handouts available include those on fi-

bromyalgia and shingles. Ask Dee Watkins for copies.

2) Because there are so many opportunities for action
with Drug Policy positions and because of the complex-
ity of the study, we need to establish some new priorities
to have reachable goals. Ways to refine the study and
how to proceed will be discussed at the next meeting:
May 28, 1-3 p.m. at Manzano del Sol, 6th floor lounge.
Join us for a lively discussion. A summary of the last
discussion is available from Dee Watkins.
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i APPLAUSE TO ALL!
PAg Some said it was the best ever. Arsenic and Old Lace

Y¢ was a delight. Board-donated food was again an appetizing

¥¢ selection. The beverages and delicious 89t Birthday Cake

¢ were a small part of the admission charged. The Operating

Y Fund netted over $600.00. Best of all, partygoers had an

¥ enjoyable time visiting with long-time friends and meeting

¥ newer members and guests.

9 Thanks to those who purchased seats, brought guests,

<+~ made monetary donations, contributed food, produced name

¢ tags; and thanks to committee members: Terry Quinn, Cheryl

4 Haaker and Diane Goldfarb. Your support made it all possible.
Look ahead to the League 90t next year—Bound to be

4 Better than the Best!

e Donna Hill, 89t Birthday Committee
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The Constituency Project is moving ahead in two ways:

1) The Committee has developed a tool that is a per-
sonal “on the go” reference guide when your "#$%&
Who is not accessible. It has contact details for all your
legislative representatives. It is made of smooth plastic,
is magnetic, and is a convenient size for pocket, purse
or refrigerator. It is called “Voting Is Not Enough!” —
a reminder that representative government requires on-
going communication with your representatives.

There are two ways to build your personalized ref-
erence guide. First, bring your voter registration card to
the Annual Meeting or to the General Meetings this
summer. Second, learn to access the key information
you need quickly on the computer. A handout and dem-
onstration will be provided at the meetings.

2) An LWVCNM Observer Corps has begun, first in
Sandoval County, with three volunteers to observe the
Sandoval County Commission. The observers will keep
us informed of Commission action on League concerns.
Congratulations to Gayle Prinkey, Jan Bray and Marge
Swartz for their work on this project and congratula-
tions to the three Observer Corp members, Mary
Mulvany, Barbara Wexler and Therese Barts.

FUTURE ACTION is anticipated on campaign
finance, ethics and pay equity in Albuquerque and the
NM legislative interim committees. Leaders in this pro-
ject are: Jan Bray, Lisa Franzen and Gayle Prinkey.

The next Advocacy Steering Committee meeting is
Wednesday, May 6, 2009, 1-3 p.m. at the League office.

Dee Watkins, Chair

OBSERVER CORPS REPORT

On Thursday, April 2, 2009 LWVCNM members
Mary Mulvany, Barbara Wexler and Therese Barts intro-
duced themselves to Sandoval County Commission Chair
Don Leonard and to Commissioners Darryl Madalena,
Orlando Lucero and Glenn Walters. Commissioner
David Bency was not present due to illness. The Com-
missioners also received invitations to attend the April 15
Sandoval County Unit meeting. At the start of the Com-
mission meeting the League members were cordially
welcomed and were introduced to the audience.

The major item on the agenda was an appeal of a
planning and zoning decision involving a few neighbors.
Our Observers learned that no new evidence can be en-
tered during an appeal of these matters. Other items of
modest interest were a proclamation honoring the County
Health Alliance and the appreciation conveyed to Intel
upon hearing the company’s annual report regarding their
economic impact and community service in the County.

In a pleasant surprise at the end of the meeting,
Commissioner Walters read his invitation to the April 15
Unit meeting and asked our Observers if the public was
also invited; he was assured that the public would be
very welcome to attend the meeting.

Even though the evening’s business was not mo-
mentous, the Observers felt that it was good for LWVCNM
to be there. May this be a revival of the LWVCNM Ob-
server Corps. If you are interested in the Corps, please
contact the Advocacy Committee Chair, Dee Watkins.
For Sandoval County opportunities contact Mary
Mullvany. Both Dee and Mary can be reached through
the League office at 884-8441.

Therese Barts

ANNOUNCING ANEW EDITOR

As of the Annual Meeting a new editor will take
over the publication of 7he Voter. We welcome the re-
turn of Chris Burroughs who has previously served as
editor. Chris will be publishing the June ofér. She has
asked that all contributors to the Voferbe advised that the
deadline for the June publication is May 5, and that the
deadlines for future /oters will continue to be the 5th of
the preceding month.

Our best wishes to the new editor.

— Ed.
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HEALTH CARE EDUCATION TASK FORCE

LWVUS has not done a major study of health care or
revised the national position since the 1990-1992 study. That
position was used to support the Clinton proposal, which
failed. Now almost 20 years later there is again a major effort
at health care reform. At last year’s convention in Portland
there was a decision to review the current state of health care
to help update League members on what has changed and the
current issues. To do this LWVUS formed a Health Care Edu-
cation Task Force of seven members, chaired by Janis
McMillen, a national board member. I was selected as a
member of that task force and this is a quick update of the
direction it is taking.

As a major part of this education effort, there will be a
number of papers written by Task Force members put up on
the LWVUS web site. There will also be references and links
to other sources of health care reform information, such as
reports by government agencies and various health care or-
ganizations (e.g. Kaiser Permanente) and foundations (e.g.
Robert Wood Johnson), and advocacy groups. This will pro-
vide local leagues with additional updated information for
programs and discussions as the reform efforts evolve in
Washington and throughout the country.

The specific papers are still being planned and written,
but some of the topics have been identified and others will
continue to emerge. One of the reasons health care reform is
so complex is because health care itself is so complex. Chang-
ing any part of the system (or more accurately non-system)
has ripple effects in other parts. Therefore, one paper will
address a framework of how the pieces fit together. Another
paper will provide a short history of how the health care sys-
tem evolved to get us where we are today. Coverage, costs,
and quality are the three major issue areas and there will be
papers on various aspects of each. A key point that the task
force agrees on is that the overriding issue is health care re-
form, NOT health insurance reform. Insurance and costs are
only one aspect of the problem. For example, high quality
care focused on outcomes rather than procedures will dramati-
cally impact quality. However, to get there, health informa-
tion technology is critical. While health care is one of the
most information intensive industries, it is also one of the
least automated and the adoption rate for these systems is very
low. Almost $20 billion in the economic stimulus package is
for the development and adoption of these systems. Although
expensive to implement, health information technology will
ultimately lower costs through improved quality and greater
efficiency.

Specific papers should start appearing on the LWVUS
web site shortly (probably in May). Be looking for them. If
there are specific topics you would like to see, let me know
and I will bring them up as possible papers.

Olin Bray

GET ON THE LIST!

If you want to keep up with League events, pending leg-
islation, and opportunities to volunteer, consider joining one
of the League's mailing lists (aka "listserves" or "groups”.)
There are several: LWV CNMTopics offers information pri-
marily of interest to members of the Central New Mexico
League; LWVNMTopics is a statewide list; LWVNM Action
is used by the state Action Committee, focuses on advocacy,
and is most active during the legislative session;
LWVNMFair is the list serving the Fair Representation
Study Group and those interested in what the group is doing.
The group is planning a major public education campaign,
and needs all the help it can get.

These lists are spam-free and won't add that much to
your INBOX. It's easy to unsubscribe, if you change your
mind. For help getting on any of these lists, go to:

www.lwvenm.org/news.htmi#(istserve
Cheryl Haaker, Technology Chair

STUDY ON THE NATIONAL POPULAR VOTE

At the 2008 LWVUS Convention delegates voted to
study the National Popular Vote (NVP) Compact among the
states as a method of electing the President. This is a one-year
study with consensus to be taken on May 1, 2009.

Because the LWVCNM calendar had already been set
and because of our limited resources, the Board determined
that we were unable to participate in this consensus process.
However, we do want to provide our members with informa-
tion on the topic. In this effort, a background paper on NPV
was printed in the March 2009 Votér. The following are arti-
cles in support of and in opposition to the NPV Compact.

Support for the National Popular Vote Compact

Because the League already supports direct election of
the president, arguments against the Electoral College (EC)
are not included in the material supporting the National Popu-
lar Vote Compact (NPV Compact).

Constitutional Issues The NPV Compact is a way to as-
sure that every person’s vote counts equally and that the per-
son receiving the most votes is the winner of the presidency.
The same result would be achieved by constitutional amend-
ment but the U.S. Constitution is difficult to amend. The NPV
Compact is a viable way to attain the same goal as amending
the Constitution to eliminate the EC.

A constitutional amendment is not needed to effectuate
the NPV Compact because states already have the right to
implement changes in how electors are appointed.

The NPV Compact is a compact between states — a
method of concerted state action that has long been sanctioned

by the Constitution and the courts.

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

Evaluating Fairness A candidate can be elected president by
receiving the most electoral votes even though he or she did
not receive the most popular votes. This is not a result voters
expect or desire. As election campaigns are now waged, ma-
jor emphasis and resources are concentrated in key EC battle-
ground states because that is where elections are won or lost.
The NPV Compact would eliminate the emphasis on battle-
ground states and would be more apt to assure campaign
strategies that appeal to a broad spectrum of the electorate
which would foster greater voter participation.

The argument that the plan would negatively impact
states’ rights is countered by poll results showing that most
voters want their individual vote to count, rather than allot-
ting them to electors representing the state as a whole.

Any claim that the NPV Compact is an unprecedented
disregard for the U.S. Constitution ignores the reality that
voting rights have been changed through state action many
times. Women’s suffrage, for example, was instituted by
twenty states before passage of the constitutional amendment
that made the right universal.

Mechanical Considerations Those opposed to the NPV
Compact cite mechanical issues that might lead the NPV to
fail, but the Compact includes provisions that address issues
of enforcement, winning levels and recounts.

Other Issues The Voting Rights Act and the NPV
Compact are in harmony, assuring equality of votes through-
out the United States.

League Issues Opponents say that the NPV Compact
conflicts with the League’s support of uniform voting stan-
dards. Supporters of the Compact advocate its passage in all
states, which would result in uniform voting standards. It is
true that the NPV Compact could be in effect for an interlude
when not all states had signed on to it. The same could be
demonstrated for other laws, such as the Equal Rights
Amendment. Nonetheless, it must be remembered that uni-
form voting standards are not now in effect. The NPV Com-
pact could help assure that every vote would be counted
equally.

Further, implementation of a method which assures
direct election of the president by popular vote is in keeping
with the League’s long-held position.

Opposition to the National Popular Vote Compact

There is little respect for the Electoral College (EC).
The League opposes it and most voters want a direct popular
vote. But is the National Popular Vote Compact (NPV Com-
pact) an appropriate way to achieve that result?

Evaluating Fairness Voters supporting the candidate
who receives the majority of votes in their state want their
state’s electors to support their choice. Adoption of the NPV
Compact may require a state elections official to direct its
state’s electors to cast their ballots in support of a candidate

who was not favored by the voters of that state.

Passage of the NPV Compact will result in the emphasis
of presidential campaigns shifting from the battleground
states to areas of large concentrations of population. So, while
some voters are disenfranchised by the EC, others might be
disenfranchised by the NPV Compact. Because the Compact
requires entry into a contract with other states which binds
state elections officials to direct electors to vote in a certain
way, regardless of the outcome of the election in their state,
states’ rights are diminished.

In addition, one can question the advisability of a
method that bypasses the normal constitutional amendment
process in this manner.

Constitutional Issues Many constitutional scholars ar-
gue that this plan will lead to extensive litigation involving
challenges to the NPV Compact on issues such as the scope
of constitutional powers, the Compact itself, the need for con-
gressional approval, the concerns of non-compacting states,
and constitutional protections of state interests and their role
in elections.

Mechanical Issues/Flaws The methods for enforcement
of this plan are unclear. Opponents question the power and
timing to withdraw from the Compact and the power to en-
force compliance.

Others express concern about an onslaught of lawsuits
between compacting and non-compacting states, as well as
procedures in close elections.

The plan, allowing the election of a president by a plu-
rality of votes, does not improve on the current system; nei-
ther the present system nor the NPV Compact requires that
the president be elected by a majority.

Other Issues The Voting Rights Act requires pre-
clearance for legislative changes. This, too, has the capacity
to engender lawsuits to ensure compliance.

League Issues This proposal does nothing to achieve the
goal of uniform standards of voting. The NPV Compact is
effective when passed by states representing 270 electoral
votes, effectively negating the impact on presidential elec-
tions of the voters in states which represent the other half of
electoral votes. A system which assures no voter disenfran-
chisement is a better way to assure that every person’s vote
counts.

The League has long supported the abolition of the EC.
Although the NPV Compact purports to foster the same re-
sult, it creates additional concerns. Amending the U.S. Con-
stitution is a difficult process, and we should seriously con-
sider supporting the normal amendment procedures to abolish
the EC versus this specific “work-around.”

. . . please read the complete versions of these papers

(available at by the LWVUS National

Popular Voter Compact Study Committee.
© 2008 by the League of Women Voters
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Welcometo new and returning members:

Nancy Cushman Patricia MacCallum Henry E. Seale

6350 Eubank Blvd NE #1013 87111 929 Tramway Lane NE 87122 416 Iron Ave SE 87102

Julianne Jesberg Ethel R. Ortenburger Emilee Stone

11419 Costa Del Sol NE 87111 3025 Blake Road SW 87105 4300 Alba Place NW 87114

Lynn Lovell Leah Quesada New email addresses are available from
P.O. Box 4213 87196-4213 512 Aliso Dr. SE 87108 JoAnne Ramponi for Nancy Cushman, Patricia

MacCallum, Emilee Stone

Submitted by Kathleen Kimler Altobelli, 4/2/2009

April 2009 Board Highlights Web Statistics
= Work proceeding on negotiations for new office Statistics for March were not available in time for this issue of the
space; Voter. Check www.lwvenm.org/stats/ for all the details.
s  MOU approved to provide office space to LWVNM; Cheryl Haaker, Technology Chair
Updated LWVCNM Internet and ListServ policy
adopted, Office Report and New Hours

s LWVCNM Two-Year Plan amended and approved.
Starting on June 1, the summer office hours will go into

Education Fund Board Highlights effect. The office will be staffed on Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday only. The hours will continue to be from
s Guidelines for Conducting a Forum publication has 9:30 a.m. to noon.
been completed,; Other office matters include plans for offering re-
# Policy on candidate forums adopted, training to all staff members and the addition of a new
Spring fundraising letter written; will be mailed next FAX machine. The FAX number is 505-883-3294.
week. JoAnne Ramponi, Interim Office Manager

LWVNM Convention Luncheon/Banquet Reservation
Make check payable to LWVCNM. Mail to: Convention Treasurer Don Goldfarb, 7909 Charger Trail NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109

Name Phone
Address Email
City State Zip

Number of luncheon reservations @ $18 each $
Number of banquet reservations @ $35 each $
Total Remittance $
Choice of Entrees
Luncheon (one Vper person) Cobb Salad Vegetarian Cobb Salad
Banquet (oneV per person) Chicken Wellington Pasta Primavera
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MAY CALENDAR

( Please Note: \

N

LWVCNM Annual Meeting

Information on the times, locations and contacts for all of the 5 Membership Committee, 10 am
LWVCNM Unit meetings is omitted from this Voter because the 5 Deadiine for June Voter
Units will not meet in May.

Advocacy Committee, 1 pm

Additionally, the Units will not meet in June, July and August. 16-17 LWVNM State Convention,
However, there will be general meeting luncheons in these months Albuquerque

with interesting speakers scheduled for each meeting. Be sure to
check your future Voters for information on the speakers and on
Qalking reservations for the luncheons. ) 25  Memorial Day, Office Closed

19 Fair Rep Committee, 1 pm

28 Drug Policy Committee, 1 pm

Membership:
You can join LWV anytime of the year. Contact Membership Chair
JoAnne Ramponi at 884-8441.
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